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The State of Maine Early Childhood Learning Guidelines serves as a guide for state and local early 

care and education practitioners’ efforts to improve early childhood professional practice and programs 
for young children ages three through their entrance into kindergarten.  

 
Early Language and Literacy  

To develop good thinking strategies, the early learning environment must engage young children as active 
learners. Young children form a strong foundation for English language arts when their emergent literacy 
skills (reading, writing, and speaking) are developed to build their beginning reading and writing abilities. 
Hands-on exposure to books and language arts, creative expression through play, and guided 
encouragement from adults develop the child’s verbal and writing skills as well as a love of reading and the 
spoken word. They provide the child not only with the tools for lifelong learning, but also with the ability to 
become a critical thinker and effective communicator. The early childhood learning environment provides 
children with opportunities to explore and understand the basic elements of spoken and written language 
and the ways in which these are used.  
 
To succeed in school and life, young children must develop linguistic and cultural skills to communicate 
successfully in a diverse society. Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience, 
whether communication takes place face-to-face, in writing, or across the centuries through the reading of 
literature. 
 

 


